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     When Ron Mitchell proposed the idea of doing DNA testing on Renney Belue’s direct male Belue/Belew descendants, we had no idea what would come of it.  The results of DNA testing, however, linked Renney’s line with that of Thomas Pruitt, Sr.’s line.  This led to the search for the Renney Belue/Renney Pruett connection.

The following dates give a time and place for Renney when he was a Belue, then a Pruett, and finally back to his legal name Belue.

     In trying to trace Renney Belue’s whereabouts from 1729/30 to 1797, according to records I have, I am assuming that Renney was always living with his mother, Judith Chastain Ballew and possibly with his biological father, Thomas Pruitt, Sr.

1729/30.  Goochland County, VA.  Renney was born the illegitimate son of Judith Chastain Ballew, widow of Giles Ballew who died 1728/29.  (Judith had one other illegitimate child in Goochland County).

1736.  Amelia County, VA.  Judith has a third illegitimate child.

1739& 1740.  Amelia County, VA.  Judith has two illegitimate children.  Thomas Pruitt was security for the child born in 1739.  Note: This was the only child that Thomas was security for.

1744.  Amelia County, VA.  Judith was a witness in a court case of Thomas Pruitt vs Thomas Bassett.  (I have found no other record of Judith’s name since this date).

1745-1747.  Lunenburg County, VA.  Thomas Pruitt purchases 1000 acres of land on Catawba Creek, Brunswick County (Lunenburg), VA.  (In 1752 the portion of Lunenburg County where Thomas lived was placed in the newly formed Halifax County).

1752-1755.  Halifax County, VA.  Plea Book I.  Court to lay County Levy - Renney Prewett mentioned.

1759.  Halifax Co., VA.  Renney Prewett was deeded 150 acres from Thomas Prewitt, Sr.

1761.  Halifax Co., VA.  Renney Prewitt witnessed 2 deeds.

1763.  Halifax Co., VA.  Renney Prewitt witnessed 2 deeds.

1764.  Halifax Co., VA.  Accounts current paid Renney Pruit.

1765.  Halifax County, VA.  Renney Pruitt listed on Mr.  Edward Booker’s list of voters for Election of Burgesses

1766.  Halifax Co., VA.  Renney Pruett sold 150 acres to William Lax.

(The information from 1752-1755 through 1766 is from research by Ron Mitchell at the Fairfax Co., VA Library on material from Halifax Co., VA).

1767.  Anson Co., NC.  Renney Belue and Sarah Belue (possibly his first wife) witnessed a deed of Thomas High tower to John Cook.

     After this time, Renney Belue is found in Union County, SC where he lived until his death in December 1797.

     I believe Renney probably married in Lunenburg or Halifax County, VA.  According to birth dates of his children, the first 5 would have been born in either of these two counties.  Susan was born 1751, Zachariah 1753, Reuben 1756, Renny, Jr.  1759 and Elizabeth 1762.  The other four children were born in Union County, SC.  William 1768, Judith 1772, Jesse 1774, and Sarah whose birthdate is not known to me.
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